
Year 5/6 reading spine Cycle B 
Autumn 1 What will happen when all the natural resources run 
out? 

Autumn 2 How did Britain defend itself against the German threat 
in WW2? 

English text 
Goodnight Mr Tom 
The day the war came 
Holiday recount 
Fingerprint poetry   

English text 
Gas Mask 
Start of the war newspaper 
 

Class book 
Good Night Mister Tom   

Class book 
Good Night Mister Tom 
 

UNITs texts UNITs texts 
Year 5 
Stig of the Dump 
Jacky Daydream 
The Cat who walked by himself 
Just helping my family  
Skellig  
 

Year 6 
Alice in Wonderland  
The Eagle of the Ninth 
Marie Maynard Daly 
Westside Journal 
If  
Small Incident in Library 
 

Year 5 
Life Explosion 
You Can’t Be That 
Robert the Bruce and the Spider 
Being a Pro Snowboarder 
Granny  
Digital Citizens  

Year 6 
Kintaro 
Pearl Harbour  
Momotaro 
Diwali 
I am the Minotaur 
Cole’s Kingdom 
History of Christmas Traditions 

Spring 1 Why do we get products from different places in the 
world? 

Spring 2 How did the Industrial Revolution impact Britain? 
 

English text 
Kensuke’s kingdom 
Anne Frank biography  
Renga poems (Poetry prompts)  

English text 
Piano and the bear 
Until I met Dudley       

Class book 
Kensuke’s Kingdom  
 

Class book 
Kensuke’s Kingdom  
 



UNITs texts UNITs texts 
Year 5 
The Village School 
I am Malala 
The Sun, the wind and The Moon 
Tell me, Tell me Sarah Jane  
The Mozart Question 

Year 6 
Rainforest Calling 
The Woman Who Helped Build NASA 
Throwing a Tree  
Tutankhamun 
The Curse of Cogston House 

Year 5 
Woolly Mammoth 
Great Expectations  
Senses  
Why Recycle 
The Infinite 

Year 6 
St. George’s Day 
The Curious Case of the Stolen Show 
Dear Igor 
The Cliff Guardian 
Percy Poll’s Peculiar Plants  

Summer 1 Why do people live near volcanoes/ earthquakes? 
 

Summer 2 What did the Victorians do for us? 

English text 
Street child 
Why do people live near volcanoes?  
Emotions poems (Poetry Prompts)      

English text 
Rock, paper, scissors (video clip) 
Dragons den? 
 

Class text 
Street Child  
 

Class text 
Pig Heart Boy 
(Switch summer 1 / 2 class texts in next cycle to match topics) 
 
 

UNITs texts UNITs texts 
Year 5 
Portrait of a Dragon 
A Letter from E.B. White  
Vi Spy: License to Chill 
Video Gaming Grandma  
An Astronaut’s Guide to Life on Earth 
 

Year 6 
SATs papers 
2017 text 3 
2018 text 1 
2018 text 3 
2019 text 2 

Year 5 
Poems About Nature 
The Girl Who Stole an Elephant 
Tracking Basking Sharks  
Tales of King Arthur 
Pompeii 
The Great Fire of London 

Year 6 
SATs papers 
2022 text 1 
2022 text 3 
2023 text 2 

 

Fiction    Non-fiction   Poetry 

 


