
Living Things and their habitats  Year 3/4 Science 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  . Characteristic  A distinguishing fea-

ture or quality that are specific to a species. 

  
 

    

What are living things? Can living things be grouped in  

different ways?  

What organisms live in our  

habitat? 

How can we classify living things in 
the wider environment?  

 

Organisms 

 
  
  
  

Used to describe all 
living things. 

 

Criteria  

 A rule used to de-
scribe something or 
to decide how some-
thing will be judged.  

Do all living organisms have the 
same characteristics?  

 
Habitat 

 The place where 
animals or plants 
live.  

 

Life processes 

 
  
  
  
 

 
The things 
living things 
do to stay 
alive.  

Can vertebrate be grouped in  

different ways? 

Venn diagram Carroll diagram 

 

Characteristic 

 A distinguishing 
feature or qual-
ity that are 
specific to a 
species. 

 
 

Classification 

 Grouping things 
based on their 
characteristics 
so that they can 
be identified.   

 
 

Classification 
key 

 A series of 
yes/no ques-
tions that 
help to iden-
tify and 
group things.  *Plants 

*Trees 

*Animals –vertebrates (backbone) 

          -invertebrates (no backbone) 


