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What makes a mountain? 

  Definition 

Tectonic plates   Pieces of the earth’s crust connected together. 

Magma  Hot, liquid rock located deep below the earth’s 
surface.  

Lava  Hot, liquid rock that flows from a volcano,  

Altitude   The height above sea level. 

Altimeter   An object used to determine altitude and 
temperature  

 

 Year 3/4 Geography 

Summit The top of a mountain  

Snow line Above here snow/ ice cover the mountain all year. 

Plateau  An area of flat, high ground. 

Slope An area of ground increasing in height. 

Face The ‘side’ of the mountain 

Tree line The highest point forests are found.  

Valley The area of low land between mountains 

Foot The bottom of the mountain 

What is a mountain? What are the features of a mountain? 

• A mountain is a physical feature 

(natural). 

•  A mountain is usually defined as a part 

of the landscape with steep slopes that 

rise over 600m (some geographers say 

300m). 

• Some mountains are found in groups 

called ranges; others are isolated  

summits. 

How are mountains formed? 

• Mountains have their own climate.  

• The higher up you get, the colder it is.  

• Mountain weather conditions change quickly.  

Climate/ weather Impact of tourism 

• Economic 

• Environmental 

• Social 

Vocabulary 


