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Spelling at Burton Joyce 
Primary School



Why do we need to spell?

• Life skill

• Supports reading

• Helps to improve fluency and pace of 
writing

• Improves vocabulary



Focus at Burton Joyce

• Previous spelling approach- graduated spellings

• Application of spelling in writing- many children not always 
applying spellings learnt in independent work

• Current research



What does research say?

The EEF Improving Literacy In Key Stage 2 Guidance Report says:

“Fast and accurate spelling of an extensive vocabulary is 
a key component of writing fluency. Many of the skills 
that support word reading will also support spelling, but 
spelling demands great specificity and has different 
motor demands. There is limited high quality evidence 
about how to teach spelling, but it is clear that spelling 
should be actively taught rather than simply tested.”

The report goes on to identify the most common spelling errors as being 
phonological, orthographical or morphological.



Spelling at Burton Joyce

• FS/KS1 Read Write Inc

• Year 3/4 Spelling rules and patterns/strategies 

• Year 5/6 Strategies and spelling patterns



Teaching of spelling in KS2

• X3 discrete spelling sessions a week

• Each session follows the same structure- revision of previous 
week, new learning, strategies, application, test

Sessions are based on key areas:

• Orthographic 

• Morphology 

• Etymology 



Orthography: break down spellings into the 
smallest units of sound and cluster them into syllables in 
order to read and write words efficiently.



Morphology: the study of words and their parts. 
What do each parts of the word mean? 



Etymology: origin of words/parts of words



Year 3/4 

Challenge weeks- statutory words linked to year group



Revise

Children learn best when their next step builds on what they 
already know. Every spelling session builds on prior learning. 

Revise and secure prior learning and to introduce and explain 
new learning. 

An important aspect of this part of the sequence is that children 
use the words orally, in context, so that they have a clear 
understanding of what they are learning. 



Teach

Introduce the new concept - spelling rule/spelling strategy. 

This section provides a range of direct teaching activities, 
including teacher modelling, explaining and involving the 
children in the new learning through investigation.



Practise

This part of the sequence gives children the opportunity to work 
independently, in pairs or in small groups, using a range of 
strategies to practise and consolidate new learning. 

The children will be investigating and exploring the concept – not 
necessarily the words sent home for that weeks spelling test, a 
range of words with that same spelling rule. 

(Reading at home – look out for words that follow a specific 
spelling pattern) 



Apply and Assess

Spelling test on a Friday- 6 of their spelling words are tested and 1 
or 2 challenge words are used to test children’s understanding of 
the spelling rule.

This could be a spelling test, dictation activity, using the strategy in 
writing.

Gives the teacher the opportunity to assess where the children are, 
and what needs to be put in place for future planning. 



Year 5/6



Year 5/6 

Year 5/6 Strategies and spelling patterns

We follow the same process of – Revise, Teach and Practise.  

However, we are focusing on different strategies to help them 
learn ‘challenge words’.

A spelling test takes place on a Friday and we then mark together 
as a class. This allows us to look at misconceptions and mistakes 
that have been made.  Time is allocated for feedback and to 
correct those misspelt words. It also an ideal time for the children to 
share their own methods of remembering the spellings. 



Find two of the 

words you spelt 

incorrectly and write 

them out in this 

style.

Now test your 

partner on the 

word. 

Spelling Pyramids 



Using colours to segment the 

words
Focusing on the methods used on spelling shed but with 
a partner and testing one another in pairs.  Talking these 

methods through with a friend is proving valuable time 

within the spelling lesson. 

Sym bol



Spelling 
Menu

A range of activities 

that the children can 

choose from to work 

on those ‘tricky’ 

words.

Some are tasks for 

one and others to 

complete with a 

friend. 



Becoming a confident speller

As mentioned earlier, spelling is not only a life skill but will build on 
your child’s confidence with their writing. They get such a sense of 
satisfaction when they include a ‘challenge or learnt word’ in their 
writing. 

The more they practise and become familiar with Spelling Shed 
and the methods taught, the richer their vocabulary will become. 

Regular reading at home will really help. 
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