
  

Key vocabulary  

Fossils were formed millions of years 
ago. 

 
 

1 Plants and ani-
mals died and 
sank to the sea-
bed. 

2 The soft parts 
decayed away 
leaving the hard 
parts. 

3 The hard parts were cov-
ered and squashed by 
many layers of sand and 
other materials. 

4 The animal/plant matter dis-
solves and is replaced by miner-
als, leaving a replica of the origi-
nal bone called a fossil. 
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